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Skanoteka Overview 

 
The Polskie Towarzystwo Genealogiczne (Polish Genealogical Society/”PTG”) hosts and maintains a collection 
of databases called Genealodzy.pl. This collection contains records of genealogical value. Access to the 
databases does not require creating an account and is available for free. However, you must create an account 
to use the forum. The website uses cookies, so you need to accept their cookies. 

It might help to think of Genealodzy.pl as being a suite of databases. You can use each collection on its own or 
in conjunction with other databases in the suite. The suite includes: 

• Geneteka.genealodzy.pl 
• Skanoteka.genealodzy.pl 
• Skanoteka - Metryki.genealodzy.pl (previously Metryki.genealodzy.pl) 
• Poczekalnia.genealodzy.pl (waiting room) 
• Archiwalia.genealodzy.pl (archives) 
• Meldunkowe.genealodzy.pl (registration) 
• Wypadki.genealodzy.pl (accidents) 
• Nekrologi.genealodzy.pl (obituaries) 
• Polish Declarations of Admiration and Friendship for the United States (Index) 
• Index of Soldiers of Polish Legions 
• Index of Soldiers of the Polish Legions from 1918-1920 
• Nasze Parafie.genealodzy.pl (our parishes) 

The available records are for villages located within current Polish voivodeships (provinces) and the parts of 
Ukraine, Lithuania, and Belarus which were once located within Poland’s historical borders. The records come 
from digital archives including Szukajwarchiwach, Metryki, Family Search, digital libraries, and others. 
Geneteka and Skanoteka are two important databases available at Genealodzy.pl.  

Geneteka allows researchers to search indexed metrical records (birth, marriage, and death) from civil registry 
offices and churches using up to two surnames. A link to the scanned record image is included when available.  
 
Skanoteka is a collection of scans of civil and church records which is searched by village instead of surname. 
Instead of using indexes, links to an image of a record are provided.  

To successfully search in both Geneteka and Skanoteka, you need to know the provinces in addition to the 
name of the village/town. 

Unlike Geneteka, Skanoteka also gives researchers the ability to search more than just metrical records. 
Skanoteka contains scans located in Metryki (vital records), Meldunkowe (census records), Archiwalia (notarial 
records), Poczekalnia (waiting room), and other collections. At this time, some of these databases are still 
available but eventually Metryki, Meldunkowe, Archiwalia, and Poczekalnia will be phased out. Thus, 
Skanoteka is a database comprised of scanned documents of vital/metrical records, parish lists, and civil, 
court, census, notarial, and other records. Skanoteka allows you to search records from multiple databases 
using one search or to limit your search to a specific available category. You can even limit your search by 
religion. 
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Using the village records located in Skanoteka, you can easily search for several surnames within a village. 
Thus, research in Skanoteka complements research done in Geneteka.  
 
You can browse Skanoteka in its entirety or filter it by category. Available categories include: 

• księgi metrykalne (metrical books)  
• księgi sądowe (court records) 
• księgi meldunkowe (census books) 
• notariaty (notarial records) 
• inne (other) 

 
Use the English flag to navigate these research sources in English. Other translation options may not provide 
the same word for the translation. To translate the titles of the records from Polish to English, right click on 
open space in the field and select Translate to English from the list of options that will display. Use a 
translator, such as GoogleTranslate’s auto option, when browsing the court records.  
 
Skanoteka, and its sister databases such as Geneteka, can be accessed directly through Genealodzy.pl at 
Genealodzy.PL - serwis Polskiego Towarzystwa Genealogicznego.  

There are three ways to access Skanoteka from the PTG homepage: 
 
1. Click on Skanoteka in Nasze bazy (Our 

databases) to go to Skanoteka.  
2. Click on the open book icon to access 

Skanoteka – recently added records (fourth 
from the right, next to the Geneteka icon) to 
go to the Skanoteka recent updates page.  

3. Click on Skanoteka from Menu główne (Main 
menu) on the left. 

 

Alternatively, these links will take you directly to Skanoteka and Skanoteka - Metryki: 

Skanoteka - Baza skanów dokumentów o wartości genealogicznej (genealodzy.pl)  

Metryki - Skanoteka - Baza skanów akt metrykalnych (genealodzy.pl)  

This tutorial will first demonstrate how to research records available in Skanoteka - Baza skanów dokumentów 
o wartości genealogicznej (Database of scans of documents of genealogical value) and then how to research 
the metrical records in Skanoteka – Metryki - Baza skanów akt metrykalnych (Database of scans of record files). 

Note: Skanoteka – Metryki no longer has a direct link from the PTG homepage. Thus, I was only able to access 
it from the direct link. This leads me to believe the Metryki database may be discon�nued soon.  

  

https://genealodzy.pl/
https://skanoteka.genealodzy.pl/
https://metryki.genealodzy.pl/
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Skanoteka  

This is the suite homepage for 
genealodzy.pl and links you to 
information related to genealodzy.pl.  

Access Skanoteka by using any of the 
three links circled in red on this page or 
by using the following link, which will 
take you directly to Skanoteka’s 
homepage: 

 

Skanoteka - Baza skanów dokumentów o wartości genealogicznej (genealodzy.pl) 

This is the Skanoteka Ostatnio zaktualizowane (Skanoteka - Recently Updated) homepage. You can view 
Skanoteka in two languages.  

 

             

 

Polish    English 

Click the Bri�sh flag to change to 
English. 

Note: Transla�ons are not always exact. For example, if I use a translator other than the Bri�sh flag, “metrical” 
is changed to “record” and “census” is changed to “registra�on.” 

Here is the same screen a�er I click 
the Bri�sh flag. 

To change the collec�on names to 
English, right click in an open area 
on the screen and select Translate 
to English. 

 

 

This is the same screen a�er 
transla�ng the collec�on names to 
English. There are other ways to 
translate, but this is how I do it. 

https://skanoteka.genealodzy.pl/
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You can search using the search box or search within a collec�on by selec�ng a source type on the right side of 
the screen. In addi�on, you can elect to browse the archives by clicking browse archives. The list on the right 
shows the number of collec�ons by source type.  

 

 

Clicking on these icons will allow you to navigate Skanoteka. 
Let us look at each icon. 

 

The Building or House icon will take you to the Skanoteka homepage. You can search or browse the 
archives using the search box or search within a collec�on by selec�ng a source type on the right side 
of the screen. The list on the right shows the number of collec�ons by source type.  

 

The Map icon is not working properly right now. It should take you to Skanoteka – Metryki’s 
homepage. 

 

The Magnifying Glass/Ques�on mark icon is a help icon. Clicking on this icon will provide guidance to 
help you use Skanoteka. 

 

The Coins icon will take you to the 
genealodzy.pl page used to support PTG 
projects. Skanoteka, like the other databases 

provided by PTG, are maintained by a non-profit 
organiza�on and all indexing is completed by 
volunteers. No one is charged for the use of these 
databases, and all users benefit from the challenging 
work of the volunteers and this non-profit organiza�on. Dona�ons to support this effort can be made easily 
using a PayPal account.  
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The Scroll/Ladder icon takes you to the wai�ng room which lists the records waiting to be processed 
and/or indexed and the date they were added to the list. Unless you are interested in indexing, you do 
not need to navigate to this page.  

The Clock icon takes you to the page showing the record of indexing. Materials from this page are 
available for indexation purposes only.  

The Wrench icon takes you to the indexing page which provides information for indexers on how to 
index records.  

 

Searching in Skanoteka  

Skanoteka - Baza skanów dokumentów o wartości genealogicznej (genealodzy.pl) 

You can search either by entering the first letters of the religion or village name in the search box or click 
browse archives (lub przeglądaj archiwa) to select a specific archive.  

You do not need to use diacritics when typing in the search box. 

Note: In the Polish language, a village name may have different forms or spellings depending on how it is used 
in the sentence. Look for and use the root of the village name when searching. For example, Ostrołęka may be 
spelled Ostrołęce, Ostrołęę, or Ostrołęcki, depending on how it is being used. Similarly, miasto (town) may be 
spelled miasto, miasta, miastu, miasto, miastem, or mieście in its singular form or miasta, miast, miastom, 
miastami, or miastach in its plural form. 

First, let us search using the search box.  

You can limit your search to a specific type of record by clicking on the type of book on the right side of the 
screen. Alternatively, you can search for all records for a village by typing the name of the village in the search 
box. 

To search by religion, enter the first few letters of the religion (in Polish) in the search box. Only collections for 
that religion will then be displayed.  

The database will start searching as soon as you 
start typing and will locate any records for 
locations beginning with the letters you type.  

For demonstration purposes, let us search for 
records for Ostrów by typing “Ostro.” 

https://skanoteka.genealodzy.pl/


Genealodzy.pl Portal Tutorial: 
How to Use Skanoteka  

 

6 | P a g e  
© Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan - 2024 

 This is the full list of available records for Ostrów 
by typing the first few letters of the village name. 
The list that displays includes church, civil, court, 
census, and notarial records.  

• Church/Civil (metrical): 1-14, 17-18, 27 
• Court: 25, 26  
• Census: 19  
• Notarial: 16, 20-24, 28  
• Other: 15 

Let us look at a sample of each of these types of 
records. I will demonstrate a search in metrical 
books last, so we will begin with searching just 
the court records. 

 

 

 

 

To view only the court records, click on Court Records on the right side of the screen. Enter the first few leters 
of the village you want to research. For demonstra�on purposes, I will enter “Ostro.” 

Court Records 

“Ostro” had two collec�ons (Numbers 25 and 26 
above) available for court records which are now the 
only two collec�ons visible.  

For demonstra�on purposes, I will select Ostrolęka 
Town Books. 

 

Clicking on a collec�on will take you to the contents 
(units) of the collec�on. You will see the unit number, 
unit descrip�on, years covered, and the number of 
files within the unit.  

The icons in the info columns indicate there are no 
records available (0 in the Files column) or the book 
binding was very �ght. 
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Click on the unit number or unit descrip�on to view the 
records within that unit. For demonstra�on purposes, I 
will select unit 1113. 

Unit 1113 has 517 images. Let us look at image 172.  

 

 

 

Image 172 is a good example of a court record. 

 

 

 

 

 

The le� side of the screen provides op�ons to navigate through these pages.  

• The three icons at the top -  
o The map will take you back to the main page. 
o The ladder will take you back to the unit page. 
o The disk will allow you to download the image.  

Note: Do not use “Save Image As” op�on (right click on your mouse) as it will only save the part of the image 
shown on the screen, not the full page.  

• The two sets of butons - 
o The first two will allow you to zoom in (powiększ) and zoom out (pomniejsz). 
o The other two will allow you to move to the next image (następne zdjęcie) or previous image 

(poprzednie zdjęcie). 
• An image of the page with the area you are looking at highlighted is provided.  
• The village name (miejscowość), the unit number (jednostka), descrip�on, years included (lata), and 

file number (plik/pliki). 

 

Let us go back to Skanoteka’s homepage by clicking the ladder icon (the middle icon on the top le�). Then click 
Back to Skanoteka (Powrót do Skanoteki) located at the top of the page under the PTG logo. 

To view only the census records, click on Census on the right side of the screen. Enter the first few leters of the 
village you want to research. For demonstra�on purposes, I will enter “Ostro.” 
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Census Records 

“Ostro” had one census record (Number 19). 
Note: Depending on how you translated this 
page, you may see registra�on instead of 
census.  

Click on the collec�on. 

 

 

Two units are available.  

Let us look at the index (unit 27). 

 

 

 

There are 524 images within the index files. 

Let us look at one of the pages. For 
demonstra�on purposes, I will select file 012. 

 

 

 

 

And we see one page from the index files which 
shows the homeowner and others who lived at 
that house.  

 

 

 

This is an example of one of the pages from the 
first file under census/registra�on, The Book of 
Permanent Population of the City of Ostrów 
Mazowiecka. These two files are types of 
records I would be interested in researching.  
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Let us go back to Skanoteka’s homepage by clicking the ladder icon. Then click Back to Skanoteka located at the 
top of the page under the PTG logo. 

 

To view only the notarial records, click on Notarial Records on the right side of the screen. Enter the first few 
leters of the village you want to research. For demonstra�on purposes, I will enter “Ostro.” 

 

Notarial Records 

There were seven collec�ons (Numbers 16, 20-
24, and 28) under Notarial records for Ostrów.  

Let us look at one of the collec�ons for Ostrówy 
Mazowiecka. 

 

 

 

Here are the units under the second notary collec�on from the office of 
Stefan Ćwierdziński, notary public in Ostrów Mazowiecka. 

Let us click on unit 56.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us look at one of the files.  

I will select file 40 
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And one of the images within that unit. 

 

 

 

 

Let us go back to Skanoteka’s homepage by clicking the ladder icon. Then click Back to Skanoteka located at the 
top of the page under the PTG logo. 

To view only the other records, click on Others on the right side of the screen. Enter the first few leters of the 
village you want to research. For demonstra�on purposes, I will enter “Ostro.” 

 

Other 

The Other type of records available include a wide variety of 
types of records from municipali�es, schools, district offices, 
councils, the military, genealogy of nobility, city features, and 
more.  

Again, I will right-click on open space to change the language to 
English. For demonstra�on purposes, I will look at Ostrotóg. Click 
on the collec�on and then click on the file number. 

This could be a valuable resource for research. 

 

Let us go back to Skanoteka’s homepage by clicking the ladder icon. Then click Back to Skanoteka located at the 
top of the page under the PTG logo. 

 

Browse the archive 

Alternately, you can choose to browse an archive by clicking on Browse archives, which is located to the right 
of the search box. 

Next, click on the archive you want to search. 

For demonstra�on purposes, I will select the Na�onal 
Archives in Krakow. 
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You can then search for a specific village in the search box or 
select a collec�on from the list that displays. Krakow has 197 
collec�ons available. These collec�ons include church, civil, 
court, census, notarial, and other records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: There may be some differences in the images shown as screenshots on this tutorial due to subsequent 
changes made by PTG. 

Click on metrical books to go to Skanoteka – Metryki. 

 

Skanoteka – Metryki   

Metryki - Skanoteka - Baza skanów akt metrykalnych (genealodzy.pl)  

This is the Skanoteka - Metryki or “map 
view” homepage. You can search metrical 
records through this database. Skanoteka-
Metryki will allow you to first select the 
province to research. Both the map and the 
list of provinces on the right are interac�ve 
so you can select the province using either 
the map or the list. 

• Provinces which are grayed out do not 
have any records currently available on 
Skanoteka.  

• The number in parentheses indicates the 
number of collec�ons available for that province.  

• Wojskowe, located at the botom le� corner of the map, contains military records.  
• You can search the database in either Polish or English. Click the Bri�sh flag to change 

to English. Note: Transla�ons are not always exact.  

https://metryki.genealodzy.pl/
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Click on the province. For this demonstra�on, I will select the 
province with the most collec�ons, Mazowieckie.  

A list of villages, towns, and ci�es appears on the right. If I 
hover my mouse over one, the available collec�ons will 
display.  

For this demonstra�on, I will use ostrowski mazow. – Ostrów 
Mazowiecka, which has 51 collec�ons. 

The record collec�ons are broken out by denomina�on (religion) and then by village, which allows you to 
search by religion (confession).  

Religious denomina�on transla�ons: 

• Baptystyczne  Bap�st 
• Ewangelickie  Evangelical 
• Mariawickie  Mariavite 
• Mojżeszowe  Jewish 
• Prawostawne  Eastern Orthodox 
• Rzymskokatolickie Roman Catholic 
• Greckokatolickie Greek Catholic 

The collec�on name indicates whether the records 
are church or civil records.  

• Urząd Stanu Cywilnego (USC)    Civil Records 
• Św     Saint 

If not from USC, then the collec�on is from a 
church. The range of years is also included.  

Click on the collec�on number for your village. For demonstra�on purposes, I will click on 0419ad for the civil 
records for the village of Zaręby Kościelne. (Item 34 on the list.) 

The collec�on is broken down into units. Each unit has a descrip�on, and the number of files is provided. 

Abbrevia�ons used include: 

• Sk  Skorowidz index 
• U Urodenzia birth 
• M Małżeństwa marriage 
• Z Zgony  death 
• A Aneksy  Annex  

If the unit descrip�on contains “SkUMZ,” the unit 
contains an index and birth, marriage, and death 

records, whereas a unit described as “U” only contains birth records. 
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Clicking on the collec�on will take you to the contents (units) of the collec�on. You will see the unit number, 
unit descrip�on, and the number of files within the unit. In this example, the unit descrip�on indicates the 
type of record and the years included.  

Return to Skanoteka (Powrót do powiatu) will return you to the previous (county) page.  

I will select unit 1827b to search for a record using the 
available index.  

The indexes are broken down by birth, marriage, and death 
records. The years covered and the number of available files 
is provided. 

Click on the unit number to search within the unit. 

 

 

If I click on the unit descrip�on, I can search the index. If you know the year of birth, marriage, or death, you 
can bypass the index, if available, and search by type of record and year. For demonstra�on purposes, I will 
click on unit 1827b which has the index for births for 1827. 

 I can then click on a file to search the birth index. I will click 
on SkU-1 in files. 

 

 

 

 The first page of the birth index appears. The first column of 
the index provides the record number, and the second 
column provides the child’s first and last name. This is 
helpful if you do not know the exact year of birth or are 
searching for other family members. 

 

Use the record number located in the first column to access the record under urodzenia (births). If you know 
the record number, you can skip using the index and go right to the image. If you do not know the record 
number, you can search for it in the indexes contained in the register. If an index does not exist, you will need 
to search each file. 

For demonstration purposes, I will select the fifth entry, record twenty-seven for Józef Antoni Dąbkowski from 
Ząreby. Józef Antoni was the fifth birth in the year 1827. 
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To view the birth record, I will select the ladder icon on the 
left top side of the screen to go back to the list of files. I will 
now navigate to the birth records for 1827. I click on the 
second group of files which include the year 1827. The first 
file within that collection includes twenty-five births in 1827. 
I click on that file. 

 

 

The file numbers indicate what birth records are on each page. I will 
click on 025-027 for Józef Antoni’s birth record. 

 

 

 

And there is Józef Antoni's birth record. 

 

 

 

 

In summary,  

Genealodzy.pl has made available to genealogical researchers a vast collection of databases containing records 
of genealogical value. You do not need to create an account and researching the databases is free. 
Genealodzy.pl contains multiple databases which can be used on their own or in conjunction with other 
databases in the suite. The most comprehensive databases are Geneteka.genealodzy.pl, 
Skanoteka.genealodzy.pl, and Skanoteka - Metryki.genealodzy.pl (previously Metryki.genealodzy.pl). 

These databases provide records for villages within Polish current voivodeships and parts of Ukraine, 
Lithuania, and Belarus which were once located within Poland’s borders. While Geneteka allows researchers 
to search indexed metrical records, Skanoteka also allows researchers to search metrical records and court, 
census, notarial, and other records by village instead of surname.  

 

 


