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PGSCTNE  

2020 Adventure in Poland & Lithuania 

May 17th – 28th, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Itinerary: 

 
Map (click to see where we will be going) 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1dbpQZpQysT62PghKuPGo9tILGrnNlNeP&usp=sha ring 
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Day 1 (Sunday) 17 May 2020 Warsaw - arrival 
 
Arrival in Warsaw. Airport transfer to the hotel - outside the center of Warsaw, some 
time to rest after the flight. 

An English speaking guide will accompany the tour. Transportation will 
be in an air-conditioned minibus (28-seats) throughout the itinerary. 

Optional trip to POLIN Muzeum of the History of Polish Jews: https://www.polin.pl/en 
 
It is not a well-known fact that a significant percentage (30%) of Warsaw’s population before WWII were 
Jews! We invite you to visit the Museum of The History of Polish Jews with its core exhibition, presenting 
the thousand-year history of Polish Jews. We will be immersed in the world of Polish Jews, from their 
arrival in Poland as traveling merchants in medieval times until today. The exhibition of POLIN museum 
is stunning: a huge number of sources were selected, supported by modern technologies. The museum 
received awards and is currently one of the best in Poland. 

 

 
Exhibit in POLIN museum 

 
Late afternoon/evening: Welcome dinner (at the hotel or in the area): 3 course menu 
with water and tea or coffee 

Accommodation: 
 
Hotel Noce i Dnie (Konstancin-Jeziorna) http://noce-dnie.pl/en/  
(The hotel is located about 10 miles from the center of Warsaw) 

 
Day 2 (Monday) 18 May 2020  Warsaw - Kurpie region 

 
After breakfast, check-out of the hotel. Drive to Kurpie region. 

 
Kurpie is the region noted for its unique traditional customs, such as its own regional dress, 
architecture, music and annual celebrations. The Kurpie region is located on a
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lowland plain called the Mazovian Region (Mazowsze), which was once covered over by two 
forests known as the Puszcza Zielona (the Green Forest) and the Puszcza Biała (the White 
Forest). Currently the region is most associated with the famous Kurpie paper cut artworks. 

 

 
Kurpie papercut 

 
Optional: visit and research in the State Archive in Łomża. 

For guests, who will not be staying in Łomża for research we will arrange a cruise on 
the Narew river. It is a paradise for many species of birds and animals. During the 
relaxing cruise, with a bit of luck, we can meet gray herons, cormorants, cranes, and 
the extremely rare black storks. 

In the afternoon visit the Kurpie Museum, guided tour and country party with some 
traditional music and cookout (there will be dinner included). 

Accommodation: Hotel Elba in Ostrołęka http://elbahotel.pl/pl/ 
 
Day 3 (Tuesday) 19 May 2020 Kurpie - Podlasie 

 
After breakfast check out of the hotel. Visit the Ethnographic Park in Nowogród. 
This is an open air museum presenting several dozen examples of traditional rural wooden 
architecture: houses, barns, windmills, wells and road shrines. 
The guided tour will help you to understand how your ancestors used to live in the 19th 
century. 
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Continue to Tykocin, and visit to the beautifully renovated synagogue from the 17th 
century. 

 
Tykocin, is one of the oldest towns in the region, and an important residence of Polish and 
Lithuanian kings since medieval times. Nowadays this is a picturesque example of a small, 
Polish town on the Narew riverbanks. 
In the synagogue you can admire the historic wall paintings and decorative ceiling. 

 

Tykocin. Picture source: Wikimedia 
 
In the evening, take a short walk in Białystok, in the heart of Podlasie region, at the 
crossroads of various cultures and religions. There is the impressive Branicki’s 
Palace, Cathedral and several Orthodox churches. Białystok was also the hometown 
of Ludwik Zamenhof, the creator of the Esperanto language. In Białystok there is 
also the Sybir (Siberian) Memorial Museum, which might be of interest for the group. 
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Dinner: 3 course menu with water, and tea or coffee. 
 
Accommodation: Hotel Borowinowy Zdrój in Supraśl (about 20-mile drive from 
Białystok) 
http://www.borowinowyzdroj.pl/en/ 

 

Day 4 (Wednesday) 20 May 2020 Podlasie region 
 
Full day trip in Podlasie region, exploring its Orthodox culture and the exotic world of 
the Tatars. We will begin with the visit in the Orthodox monastery in Supraśl and the 
museum of icons. 

 
The Orthodox Monastery in Supraśl was founded in the 16th century. With the 
passing of the years, the Supraśl Lavra became an important site of Orthodox culture 
as a result of its large library and contacts with other important Orthodox sites, such 
as the Kiev Lavra and Mount Athos Monastery. 

 

Buildings of the Orthodox monastery in Supraśl, 
Poland from www.poczta-polska.pl/mw 

with the permission of the author. Photo from 2003 
 
Drive to Kruszyniany to visit the Tatar mosque. 

 
Kruszyniany is often called a cultural melting pot because here is where three religions 
intersected: Catholicism, Islam, and the Orthodoxy. 
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org 

 
Dinner in the Tatar style (3 course menu with water, tea or coffee) 

 
 
Accommodation: Hotel Borowinowy Zdrój in Supraśl 
http://www.borowinowyzdroj.pl/en/ 

 
Day 5 (Thursday) 21 May 2020 Białowieża forest 

 
Morning meeting in the Archdiocesan Archive in Białystok. We will try to arrange the 
lecture/presentation regarding the most interesting books kept in the archives and 
discuss the specific holdings of the church archives. 

 
Optional: possibility to stay in the archive and research in the church registers. The 
reading room is open only until 12:00. 

 
After the meeting, we will drive to the Białowieża Forest, which is one of the last and 
largest fragments of the primeval forest of the European lowlands. We will visit the 
Show Reserve of the European bison in Białowieża National Park. We will show you 
also the oldest houses in Białowieża, the orthodox church with the porcelain 
iconostasis and the remains of the Palace built for Czar Aleksander. 
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Picture source: www.listal.com 

 
 
Accommodation: Hotel Borowinowy Zdrój in Supraśl 
http://www.borowinowyzdroj.pl/en/ 

 
Day 6 (Friday) 22 May 2020 Suwałki region and Wigry National Park 

 
After breakfast check out of the hotel and travel to Suwałki. On that day we will 
arrange the lecture in the State Archive in Suwałki OR a lecture/meeting with the 
representatives of Projekt Podlasie (project of the indexation of the vital records from 
Mazovia nad Podlasie region) OR meeting with someone from Jaminy Indexing Team, 
saving records from the Biebrza region (former Augustów deanery) Grodno region (in 
today’s Belarus) - the details will be confirmed at a later stage of preparation. 

In the afternoon guided tour in the Camaldolese Monastery in Wigry and a cruise on 
Lake Wigry. 

 

We will also drive to Wisztyniec area: the meeting point of the three borders: Polish, 
Lithuanian and Russian. 

Accommodation: Hotel Folwark Hutta in Suwałki http://www.hutta.pl/ 
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Day 7 (Saturday) 23 May 2020 Lithuania 
 
After breakfast departure to Lithuania. On the way to Vilnius we will stop at the 
Grutas Park: a sculpture garden of Soviet-era statues and an exposition of other 
Soviet ideological relics from the times of the Lithuanian SSR. We will talk a bit about 
the recent history of both countries. 

In the afternoon we will arrive in Vilnius. 
 
Vilnius, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, has one of the biggest “Old Towns” in Europe (it is 
three times bigger than Kraków’s Old Town). Vilnius has always been an important cultural 
center and melting pot. It had a very specific importance for Poles, Lithuanians, Belarusians 
and Russians. Because of its large Jewish community, Napoleon named it the “Jerusalem of 
the North”. We will also follow the Polish paths of Vilnius history. 

 

By Iulius at the English language Wikipedia, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org 

 
Accommodation: Hotel Vilnia in the center of Vilnius: https://hotelvilnia.lt/ 

 

Day 8 (Sunday) 24 May 2020 Lithuania 
 
Full day trip to Trakai (Troki) and Kaunas (Kowno). Visit the 600 year old castle 
located on an island. 

A notable feature of Trakai is that the town was built and preserved by people of different 
nationalities. Historically, communities of Tatars, Lithuanians, Russians, Jews and Poles lived 
here. You will also learn about the Trakai Karaites minority, resettled here from Crimea, after 
the military campaigns against the Golden Horde in the 14th century. 
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Picture source: http://podroze.gazeta.pl 

 
Drive to historic town of Kaunas. 

 
In the afternoon, come back to Vilnius and dinner in one of the restaurants serving 
traditional Lithuanian cuisine (3 course menu with water, tea or coffee). 

Accommodation: Hotel Vilnia in the center of Vilnius: https://hotelvilnia.lt/ 
 
Day 9 (Monday) 25 May 2020 Lithuania 

 
We will try to arrange a meeting in the State Archive in Vilnius (details pending). 

In the afternoon: Guided tour in the old town. 

During our guided tour you will visit the famous “Gate of Dawn” (Ostra Brama) and the 
Giedymin Castle, with its picturesque views of the town and the Wilejka river. 

 

 
Accommodation: Hotel Vilnia in the center of Vilnius: https://hotelvilnia.lt/ 

 
Day 10 (Tuesday) 26 May 2020  Lithuania - Warsaw 

 
After breakfast, check-out from the hotel and departure for a full day drive back to 
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Warsaw. Dependent on traffic and the conditions on the road you have to be 
prepared for a long (about 6 hour drive). Our guide and driver will plan some stops 
on the way to have lunch and stretch your legs. 

In the late afternoon arrive in Warsaw, check-in at the hotel in the center of the city. 

Dinner (3 course menu with water, tea or coffee) and free evening in Warsaw. 

Accommodation: Chopin Boutique BB http://bbwarsaw.com/en/ 
 
Day 11 (Wednesday) 27 May 2020 Warsaw 

 
Guided tour introducing you to the capital of Poland with its Old Town which was 
meticulously rebuilt after World War II. It is an outstanding example of a near-total 
reconstruction of a span of history covering the 13th to the 20th centuries, and as a 
result, was placed on the UNESCO World Heritage list. 

 

Picture source: Ferdziu / Wikicommons 
 
Later, together we will see Wilanów Park – a baroque royal residence and favorite 
place of John III Sobieski, King of Poland and Grand Duke of Lithuania. 

Accommodation: Chopin Boutique BB http://bbwarsaw.com/en/ 
 
Day 12 (Thursday) 28 May 2020  Warsaw - departure 

 
The day of your departure. We will arrange transfers to the airport from your hotel. 

 
 
 
 
Note: 
 
We have severed all ties to previous tour agents and tour escorts. The tour operator we 
now have has different procedural rules than the individuals with whom we were 
previously associated.
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Costs: 
 
The final cost of the tour is dependent on the number of participants. 
 
10-14 participants : $3,200 
 
We will inform you prior to you making any payments how many people are traveling 
so that you will know the approximate price. If there are less than 15 people either the 
tour will be cancelled or the price will increase. 
 
Total fee includes: 
 

● English speaking tour leader (who is also a genealogist specializing in the area 
of the old Russian partition) throughout the itinerary (11 days), 

● Transportation by air-conditioned 28-seats bus with driver. 
● fuel, parking fees 
● meal allowance for guide and driver 
● accommodation in TWIN or DBL room in Warsaw, Ostrołęka, Supraśl, Suwałki, 

Wilno (11 nights with breakfasts) 
● accommodation for guide and driver 
● Breakfasts and 11 dinners (3 course menu with water, tea or coffee) 
● Local guides in Vilnius, Białowieża and Warsaw 
● Entrances to tourist attractions as specified in the itinerary 
● Genealogy workshops and meetings it the archives as specified in the itinerary 
● Transfers on arrival and departure day. 

 

Excluded: Not included in the tour cost are items of a personal nature such as 
laundry, telephone calls, mini-bar, gratuities to guides and drivers, air transportation 
to and from Poland. 

 
Deposit: 
 
A $300 deposit is required by December 26th, 2019. 
 
If we do not have the required number of passengers by that date you will receive a full 
refund of your deposit. 
 
Important Dates: 
 

• December 26th, 2019 - Deposit of $300 due 
• February 10th, 2020 - 50% of tour cost due 
• March 10th, 2020  - Final payment due 

 
The tour operator has strict guidelines regarding payments. Even being a day late will 
jeopardize the tour, so please be sure to send yours so they arrive before the dates 
listed above! 
 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Additional Information 
 

1. Single Supplement 
 
If you wish to avoid the single supplement charge, we can try to match you up 
with a roommate. 
 

2. Village Visits 
 
If possible, we will arrange for a driver to spend time in your family’s village of 
origin if the village is located within a reasonable distance from a stop on the 
tour. The payment for the village visit must be negotiated between you and the 
driver. 
 

3. Genealogy Research 
 
You don’t have to be a genealogist to go on this tour! 
 
However, if you want to do research in the archives that we will be visiting, 
please make us aware of this fact. Please remember that if you do not possess 
the requisite language skills (records can be in Polish, Latin, German, Russian or 
Hebrew – or a combination of each) to utilize the records, this may not be a 
viable option for you. The archivist will not sit with you and translate records. 
This is not part of their job duties. 
 
We will help you determine if there are records for your area of interest. If you 
choose to remain in Poland after the conclusion of the tour and have a 
professional genealogist accompany you to any archive, we can help you find a 
reputable researcher. All costs involved must be negotiated between you and the 
researcher. 
  

4. Required Documents 
 
All participants must fill out the questionnaire which will be posted on our 
website or which can be e-mailed to you. In addition, there are several forms 
required by the Polish government that also must be submitted. Please send the 
forms along with your deposit or shortly afterwards. 
 

5. Trip Insurance 
 
It is strongly recommended that you purchase trip insurance to cover any 
unexpected circumstances. Information on trip insurance can be obtained on 
insuremytrip.com or on other sites dealing with insurance of this type. 
 

6. Airfare 
 
Why is airfare not included? It has been our experience that many people extend 
their stay in Europe and [?????] or remain after the trip is concluded. For this 
reason, we have not included airfare. 


